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Rhyl lifeboat raiders put lives at risk

Mar 22 2008 by David Powell, Daily Post 

THE busiest lifeboat station in Wales was crippled yesterday at the start of the Easter weekend by burglars who smashed their way in, putting the boats out of action.

Rhyl RNLI’s offshore and inshore dinghies were left unusable by burglars who broke external and internal windows, showering everywhere with shards of glass.

It was the second raid on Rhyl Lifeboat station this year – the busiest in Wales, launching 115 times and rescuing 65 people last year.

The RNLI said it seemed the thieves spent a long time going round the boathouse, smashing windows to get into the crew areas, the training room and shop next door.

Station operation manager Ray Coltman said: “The thieves showed a total disregard for a voluntary emergency service and caused a lot of damage.

North Wales Police are studying local CCTV footage in the hope it will offer valuable clues as to the culprits.

The PPP comments ….  Every story is the same … a repeat event, costly criminal damage to property and goods. No Police presence as a deterrent. CCTV doing nothing useful to PREVENT these crimes and all financed from our taxes above the ever rising costs of North Wales Police. The Police Authority and senior officers writing self congratulatory reports for their expensive website and the local press who rarely question what is going on.

Quoting Chief Constable Brunstrom on CCTV ….. Attending the official opening of Denbighshire CCTV in its new location. We have moved the CCTV suite into Rhyl Police Station, as part of our deepening partnership with the County Council. The facilities and equipment are now excellent, and the Council has every right to be very proud. This will, without doubt, be of great benefit in improving the quality of life in Denbighshire. Never let anybody tell you that CCTV doesn’t work.

Our information is that Rhyl Police Station is only manned from 0900 to 20.00 5 days/week

